Cliffs still working on project
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SWANNANOA — An official with South Carolina-based luxury residential developer The Cliffs Communities says planning to develop nearly 1,300 acres of mountain land here continues but the project is still in the “early stages.”

The Buncombe County Planning Board is scheduled to vote on a preliminary plat for a portion of the property during a meeting that begins at 9:30 a.m. today in room 204 of the county courthouse.

It shows about 99 lots and three miles of road but does not cover much of the land that might eventually be developed, said Rob Weber, director of development at Cliffs.

“We plan on this being a traditional Cliffs community. We’re in the very early planning stages,” he said. It is too soon to discuss a timeline for work or details of the project, he said.

Plans submitted to county government in June on behalf of Cliffs show 592 lots on 1,284 acres that stretch southeast from the Patton Cove Road exit on Interstate 40 to property near the top of Flat Top Mountain, on the high ridge between Fairview and Swannanoa.

Cliffs President Jim Anthony said at the time that plans were still tentative and that getting access to some of the property was an issue. Some of the lots would apparently be several miles’ drive from the entrance to the community.

County planner Jim Coman said he recently told workers to stop construction on an access road into part of the property after being alerted to work by local residents. Work had apparently gone only a short distance, he said, and, “They pulled out and stopped the same day.”

The work can’t take place until a Planning Board vote on detailed plans, he said.

“We submitted our master plan and we had it approved so we thought we had every right to start,” Weber said. “We made that error I guess and found out that wasn’t the case. We’ll commence work when they allow us to again.”

The development was a leading concern at an Oct. 17 community meeting to discuss Swannanoa’s future.

Resident Rebecca Williams said she can see the property from her home. She is worried that the project “is going to cut up the mountains for people who are going to be living here two or three months out of the year and the rest of us are going to watch it.” 

Weber said Cliffs has a record of environmentally responsible development and will take that approach in Swannanoa. “We do take good care of the land. We try to improve on the land and we don’t try to destroy it,” he said.

